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The Business Accreditation Program has been designed to give Whaingaroa-Raglan businesses the opportunity 
to showcase their sustainable business practices and be recognised as single-use plastic bag free. 

The Accreditation Program supports the sustainable aspects of the Raglan Naturally Community Plan and aims to 
strengthen Raglan’s reputation as an environmentally conscious town to live in and visit. 

Accreditation benefits include: 

- Recognition as leading the action and taking responsibility for the health of our environment 
including our waterways, ocean, bush areas and landfill
- Attracting the environmentally aware consumer dollars to shop at your store
- Accreditation certificate and sticker to display 
- Your logo placed on ‘Partners’ page on PBFR website
- Recognition of your businesses accreditation via PBFR social media channels
- Promotion in PBFR marketing campaigns where applicable (*line listing or logo)
- Full use of the PBFR/PKKW logos and accreditation assets on applicable business marketing 
materials (*must be pre-approved before use)
- Opportunity to promote your business via incorporation of project logos on non-plastic, reusable 
bags (*must be pre-approved before use)
- Opportunity to promote your own reusable bag/alternative via PBFR social media channels

By becoming a partner of Plastic Bag Free Raglan through the accreditation program, your business will be 
demonstrating your active support for this prominent community project. 

We invite your business to join the global movement and help PBFR pave the way for New Zealand to become 
a single-use plastic bag free country. 

The Plastic Bag Free Raglan Team

PBFR = Plastic Bag Free Raglan  
PKKW = Peke Kirihou Kore Whaingaroa

Business Accreditation Program

Introduction



To become accredited businesses must meet the following criteria:

1- The business does not provide single-use plastic carry bags
(Plastic bags for nuts, vegetables and fruits are not in the criteria) 
2- The business does not reuse old single-use plastic carry bags
3- The business provides at least one of the following environmentally friendly alternatives: 

     - Compostable bags
     - Paper bags
     - Reusable bags
     - Cardboard boxes
     - Other non-plastic alternatives to carry goods home
     - NOT Oxo-biodegradable bags (see glossary)

How To Get Accredited

     - Get rid of any single-use plastic carry bags
     - Have an alternative carry method available 
     - Provide photographic or documented evidence
     - Contact PBFR team to schedule an appraisal at plasticbagfreeraglan@gmail.com

Appraisal

 

To become an accredited PBFR partner you’ll first need an appraisal. This thorough check will ensure that your 
business meets the criteria which is important to the credibility of the Accreditation Program. 

The appraisal takes place on site with one of our team members and in general will not take longer than one hour. 

We know that becoming plastic bag free is a change that is easier for some businesses than others. We offer an 
advisory service with the appraisal where we can discuss the variety of options for bag alternatives.

Accreditation Sticker

Businesses meeting the criteria will have use of the accreditation assets, including the accreditation sticker and 
certificate. 

The accreditation sticker represents businesses that are completely single-use plastic carry bag free.

Accreditation standards



Project logos:
- Plastic Bag Free Raglan 
- Accreditation sticker
- Peke kirihou kore whaingaroa

Project logos are available in pdf, jpg or png formats. 

We encourage you to display the electronic version of the accreditation on your businesses website and/or 
Facebook page, as well as on a visible counter, window or wall space in your business. 

Once your accreditation has been approved you can place the applicable artwork on your own products. 

We would like to help you promote your environmental achievements. If you have any questions or would like to 
use these materials in any other way, please contact the PBFR team to discuss: plasticbagfreeraglan@gmail.com

Logo guidelines 

- Do not rebuild, redraw, recreate or distort the logo
- Refrain from copying and pasting the logo from other documents as this will degrade the quality of the 
artwork
- Ensure logos are placed clear of any other elements
- Use the original files provided to you 
- Please note that the colour of the logo can be changed to suit your business project needs

Use of Materials

proudly
PLASTIC BAG

F R E E
plasticbagfreeraglan.nz



All accredited businesses will be referred to as a Partner of Plastic Bag Free Raglan.

In order to maintain accreditation and partnership status, businesses must comply with the following: 
1- Maintain accreditation integrity 
2- Be clear about the scope of your accreditation
3- Adhere to PBFR/PKKW logo and wording guidelines (please refer to Logo Guidelines on pg 3)

ACCREDITATION Integrity

Maintaining the Accreditation Criteria is critical to the ongoing success of Plastic Bag Free Raglan. Please 
contact us if you have any questions about the use of the PBFR sticker/logo - if you come across any instances 
where you feel the program criteria is not being accurately reflected in business practices, please let us know.

Business Scope 

Please be accurate and precise about the scope of your businesses single-use plastic bag status. Your business* 
must be 100% plastic bag free in order to become and stay accredited.

Wording Guidelines 

 
Correct:

“Proudly a Plastic Bag Free Raglan Partner.”
“We are now an Accredited partner of Plastic Bag Free Raglan, we no longer supply  
single-use plastic bags.” 
“He pakihi peke kirihou kore tenei.”

 
Incorrect:  

“We are Plastic Bag Free Raglan.”
“Our products have been Plastic Bag Free Raglan certified.” 

Expiry

Accreditation will not expire and therefore does not need to be renewed. Plastic Bag Free Raglan is allowed to 
remove and nullify the Accreditation if the business no longer continues to meet our Accreditation criteria. 

*If your business has multiple locations, please note that it is only the location physically located in the Raglan 
area that will need to meet the PBFR Accreditation Criteria. 

Partnership



Biodegradable bags 

Is there any difference between “biodegradable” and “compostable”?

People often get “biodegradable” and “compostable” mixed up, but they do not mean the same thing! Because 
in the past, there have been no guidelines or regulations, many products have called themselves biodegradable 
without any real justification.

A biodegradable product undergoes degradation resulting from the action of naturally occurring microorganisms 
such as bacteria, fungi and algae. Biodegradability of a product relies heavily on the environment and as 
each environment (compost, soil, water) has different temperatures and microorganisms, the speed of the 
biodegradation process may vary from one site to another. There is no reference to the amount of time 
needed for degradation or the type of physical and chemical attributes of the end product and so it does not 
necessarily imply that the product can be converted into good quality compost. Biodegradability is a material 
property, not a definition of environmental impact. 

Compostable bags 

Compostable simply means being able to be used as compost.

Compostable bags are made from starch and various plant material. They completely breakdown in controlled 
compost in 30-60 days, meeting European, Australian and/or USA compostable standards. Compost made from 
these bags can be ‘fed’ safely back into the food chain - so there is neither waste nor pollution. 

Oxo-biodegradable bags 

Oxo-biodegradable plastic bags are combined with additives that cause fragmentation of the plastics, 
triggered by heat or UV rays. They are not proven to biodegrade and the fragments could increase the level 
of microplastics in the oceans. Oxo-biodegradable plastics are not recommended, until innovation unlocks safe 
and complete biodegradability of such materials that is backed up by a solid fact base and consensus of the 
scientific community. In the current state of the technology, the benefits provided by oxo-biodegradable plastics 
are being questioned.
 
The term oxo-biodegradable plastics is being used for commercial reasons but is not yet standardised or 
accepted by the plastics industry. These bags are not safe in the environment.

Glossary



Bioplastic

Bioplastics are plastics derived from renewable biomass sources, such as vegetable fats and oils, corn starch, or 
algae.  

A material’s origin and its after-use option need to be clearly distinguished. Currently, bioplastics can either be 
new materials (e.g. PLA, starch-based materials) or be identical, counterparts to fossil-based plastics (bio-PET). 
Therefore, bioplastics are not necessarily compostable. Some bioplastics are designed to get recycled (bio-PET) 
and some bioplastics are made for composting (starch-based materials). 

European Certification

OK Compost (EN 13432-2000)
Packaging or products featuring the OK compost label are guaranteed as 
biodegradable in an industrial composting plant. This applies to all components,  
inks and additives.

OK Compost Home

The temperature in a garden compost heap is clearly lower and less constant than 
in an industrial composting environment. This is why composting in the garden is a 
slower-paced process.

VinCotte’s OK compost HOME guarantees complete biodegradability in a  
garden/home compost.

Australian Certification

AS4736-2006 Australian Compost Standard Compliant
AS5810-2010 Australian Home Compost Standard Compliant 

Under the Australian Standard (AS4736-2006), the European Standard 
(EN13432-2000) and the American Standard (ASTM D6400), biodegradable 
and compostable products are required to breakdown at a 90% level within 
six months in a range of settings that simulate litter and aerobic composting environments. Degradation and 
decomposition must be by genuine microbial action resulting in organic components.  
 

For more information or to schedule your accreditation appraisal, please contact the PBFR Team: 
 
Email: plasticbagfreeraglan@gmail.com
Phone: 021 112 3998  

Project Manager: June Penn
Marketing Manager: Karamea Puriri
Sustainability Coordinator: Lisa Schill

Glossary


