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Plastic Bag Free Raglan – Peke Kirihou Kore Whaingaroa is a collaborative 
multi-faceted project led by influential local organisations:  
 
Raglan Chamber of Commerce 
Xtreme Zero Waste 
Para Kore 
Raglan Community Board 
Whaingaroa Environment Centre
 
This initiative also has support from various organisations including: Waikato 
District Council, Waikato Regional Council, Meridian Energy and individual 
local businesses. 

Our mission is to create a plastic shopping bag free Whaingaroa-Raglan.  
We aim to do this by inspiring Whaingaroa residents, business owners and 
visitors to be more conscious of their environmental impact—while enabling and 
providing ongoing support for reusable bags within our community.

Our goal is for Whaingaroa-Raglan to become Plastic Shopping Bag Free, 
with 80% of businesses no longer providing single use plastic carry bags by 
July 2017.  

This project has gained significant and increasing support from community 
members across a diverse range of sectors.

We invite your business to join the movement.

the project
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The durable nature of petroleum based plastics means plastic does not break 
down.  
 
It does not go ‘away’.   
 
Our planet cannot digest plastic. Every single piece of plastic ever made is still 
here today—and will be for many generations to come.  

While the durable nature of plastic is an advantage for structures and 
materials designed to last multiple lifetimes, the fact that single-use plastic does 
not go away is a major problem. 

Only a very small percentage of plastic is recycled (more accurately ‘down-
cycled’). Huge quantities of disposable plastic products end up in landfills, 
waterways and oceans, where at best they degrade into smaller and smaller 
pieces known as microplastics—toxic particles which are now entering the food 
chain.  

It has been scientifically proven that Zooplankton, the building block of the 
ocean’s food chain, have begun to feed on those tiny bits of microplastics.  

SMALL FISH FEED ON THE PLANKTON > LARGER FISH EAT  
THE SMALL FISH > HUMANS CATCH AND EAT THE LARGER FISH.. . 

Many marine mammals directly eat the plastic floating in the ocean. Seabirds 
are full of it.  

We are unwittingly and carelessly releasing this toxic substance into the human 
food chain. 

The simple truth: Plastic is a threat to human and animal  
health and the Earth’s ecosystems—and the problem is  

becoming exponentially worse each year. Future  
generations are going to have to deal with the toxic  

impacts, so the sooner we find alternatives the better.  

The Problem with Plastic
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Single-use plastic carry bags are one of the worst ocean pollutants because 
of their widespread availability, increasing volume of use and ease of escape 
into the wild. They are lightweight by design, easily carried by wind from public 
rubbish bins, rubbish trucks, landfills, picnic sites, cars, etc. They are particularly 
low value to recycle and are used for an average of 12-minutes each. 

Most importantly, we don’t actually need them. 

Reusable bags are readily available for businesses and consumers. Single-use 
plastic carry bags are the ‘low fruit’ of the plastic problem because they are 
easy to replace with minimal impact on busy businesses and consumers.

Why Focus on Single-Use  

Plastic Carry bags?

Found in raglan harbour 18.01.2017
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In April and May of 2016, the PBFR team surveyed the businesses and the 
residential community for their views, current usage, concerns and support for 
Whaingaroa-Raglan to become single-use ‘Plastic Bag Free’. 

The support gleaned has been overwhelmingly positive with the vast majority 
of residents and businesses clearly in support of making this environmentally 
aware town free from the scourge of plastic bags. 

Key points from the surveys include: (Results in graph form can be found in the 
Appendix)  

• Of the 92 businesses responding to the survey, 45 provide single-use plastic  
carry bags.
• Alarmingly, the combined usage from the businesses in  
Whaingaroa-Raglan who are providing plastic bags is in excess of 20,000 
plastic bags every week during the summer season (5 months). 
• Of the plastic bag providing businesses, 64% are interested in a plastic bag 
free alternative for their customers.
• Of primary concern to businesses are the features of alternative bags 
(strength, waterproof etc.), the potential for increased cost and the potential 
for customer dissatisfaction.
• Despite the concerns, 60% of businesses want to support Plastic Bag Free 
Raglan.
• Of the 332 individual community members who responded to the residential 
survey, 70% do not have any concerns at all about going Plastic Bag Free in  
Whaingaroa-Raglan,15% of people expressed concern over what to use as 
an alternative bag—and just 2.6% of respondents are concerned about the 
additional cost of the alternative bag.
• After carrying goods back home, the most common reuse of plastic bags is 
bin liners.  
• Critically, the vast majority of community members are saying “Just Do 
It!”—with an overwhelming 93% completely in support of a Plastic Bag Free 
Whaingaroa-Raglan.  

surveys
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Letter of Support 

SuperValue Customers

During Plastic Free July 2016, volunteers collected 578 
signatures over three days (16 hours) from SuperValue 

customers verifying their support for SuperValue going plastic 
carry bag free. 

They added their signature to the letter to say they  
would still shop at the SuperValue if there were no  

more ‘free’ single-use plastic carry bags.

Only three people from all the customers spoken to had any 
concerns - these were regarding the availability and per bag 

cost of alternative disposable bags.

Our local MP, Barbara Kuriger 
has taken a great interest in 
Plastic Bag Free Raglan. She 
stopped to learn more about 

PBFR from the volunteers while 
they were outside of SuperValue.
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Raglan Brand - The Opportunity 

Renowned for its world class surf, stunning scenery, environmental stewardship, 
beautiful beaches and growing arts and café culture, Raglan continues to grow 
in popularity both as a tourist destination and a desirable location to live. 
Plastic Bag Free Raglan draws inspiration from this local culture and embodies 
locals’ keen sense of responsibility to take care of our wild spaces. Capitalising 
on initiatives utilising the Raglan brand makes good business sense.
We are offering local businesses the opportunity to benefit from the ‘Plastic 
Bag Free Raglan’ brand. Accredited businesses will be able to utilise the 
project logos and marketing platforms (see Accreditation section).   

Personalised Branding 

In addition to Accreditation as a ‘Plastic Bag Free’ business, you may choose 
to take further advantage of this marketing opportunity by coming up with your 
own bag design or product range which makes your brand synonymous with 
this positive environmental initiative.

This could be as simple as your business logo and a Plastic Bag Free Raglan 
and/or Peke Kirihou Kore Whaingaroa logo printed on the same bag—or 
something much more creative that fits with your product range.  

Absorb or On-Charge Cost

Some businesses may choose to absorb the cost of providing an alternative 
(non-single use plastic) bag; and some businesses may choose to charge 
the cost of alternative bags onto the customer. This is an individual business 
decision.

The project communications enable either option. The local community supports 
this change, and tourists will find information on what is happening and why 
via online sites, accommodation providers, signage in local stores and word of 
mouth. So by the time people come to buy goods in Whaingaroa-Raglan, they 
should be prepared.

The Business Case for 

plastic bag free raglan
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To reinforce the marketing opportunity for local businesses, the PBFR project 
partners are implementing an ‘Accredited - Plastic Bag Free’ program. 

This program will enable local businesses to gain ‘Plastic Bag Free’ status and 
use this accreditation in the marketing of business products and services.  

Becoming accredited as ‘plastic carry bag free’ means that local residents 
and modern conscious consumers are more likely to shop at your store. This 
is an opportunity to lead Raglan and New Zealand into the growing global 
movement to become single-use plastic bag free. Taking action now will 
contribute to your businesses longterm profitability and sustainability.  

Interested businesses are invited to apply for this Accreditation from  
March 2017.

Businesses who achieve/meet the accreditation standards will be able to: 

• Promote the business as leading the way in taking responsibility for the health 
of our environment (waterways, ocean, bush and landfill)
• Attract the environmentally aware tourist dollars to shop at their store
• Display the accreditation sticker in-store 
• Use the Plastic Bag Free Raglan and Peke Kirihou Kore Whaingaroa logos on 
business marketing materials (hard copy and online)
• Business will be listed and promoted through the PBFR website ‘Partners’ 
page and through PBFR social media outlets
• Qualify for promotion in project marketing campaigns
• Take the opportunity to promote your businesses non-single use plastic 
branded or reusable bags and other project approved products / 
merchandise via PBFR social media outlets

Raglan Plastic Bag Free  

Accreditation Program
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Raglan’s main accommodation providers have been given  
‘in-accommodation’ information for their customers.  
 
This will help ensure all visitors to town know what to expect when shopping 
in Whaingaroa-Raglan.

Accommodation Providers

*Handouts currently in Raglan 
accommodations.
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Compostable Bags, Not ‘Biodegradable’ Bags

Beware of the disposable bags labelled ‘biodegradable’, but not certified as 
‘compostable’.  ‘Biodegradable’ bags are still made from non-compostable 
plastic, take years to ‘break-down’ and leave plastic residue in the environment. 
They do not solve the plastic problem.  

Compostable bags completely breakdown in controlled compost in 30-60 
days, meeting European, USA and/or Australian compostable standards. 
Compost made from these bags can be ‘fed’ safely back into the food chain - 
so there is neither waste nor pollution. 

The project team can help you identify the environmentally responsible bag for 
your needs.

Alternatives to single use plastic shopping bags include:

• Reusable bags - made from a variety of materials (jute, organic cotton, hemp, 
cloth, canvas or bamboo). Branded or non-branded.
• Compostable bags - made from vegetable starch, these bags are an excellent 
alternative for shoppers. They are strong, waterproof and entirely compostable. 
Xtreme Zero Waste will provide a ‘hot’ compost to enable Raglan to take care 
of this disposable waste stream. These are the disposable alternative to the 
common single-use plastic bags. If you would like to source these bags, please 
contact the PBFR project team.
• Cardboard boxes reused from shop stock are a popular alternative.

Alternatives to 

Plastic Bags

*Reusable bags gifted to Raglan residents 
in November 2016. 

Bag It Raglan, a volunteer initiative of PBFR, 
sews free, reusable bags for the community. 
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Email: plasticbagfreeraglan@gmail.com
Phone: 021 112 3998  

Project Manager: June Penn
Marketing Manager: Karamea Puriri
Sustainability Coordinator: Lisa Schill  

Who to Contact for Help 
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Business Survey Results
(92 Businesses Surveyed) 

appendix

Of the 92 businesses surveyed, 45 businesses provide single-use plastic 
carry bags. 

More than 20,000 single-use plastic bags are given out every week 
during the summer season (5 months of the year).

Of the 45 businesses providing single-use plastic bags, 60% support 
becoming a single-use plastic bag free business.  

Does your business support going PBF? 

Number of bags being used per week (during summer)
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Community Survey Results
(332 Residents Surveyed) 

appendix

Of the 332 people surveyed, 70% of respondents do not have any 
concerns about going Plastic Bag Free in Whaingaroa-Raglan.15% 
expressed concerns over what to use as an alternative, and only 2.6% 
are concerned about the additional cost that may be associated with the 
alternative bag. 

The vast majority of those surveyed, over 93% support Raglan becoming a 
plastic bag free community.

Would you support a ‘plastic shopping bag free’ community?

What concerns do you have going PBF?
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Plastic Bag Free Raglan is a movement ignited by the Raglan Chamber of 
Commerce, Whaingaroa Environment Centre and Xtreme Zero Waste to 
combat the ever-growing issue of single-use plastic bags within our community.  

As a Chamber, our mission is to support, foster and advocate for vibrant, 
sustainable business in Whaingaroa-Raglan. 

With the water at our doorstep, it is our responsibility to do what we can 
to care for the sea and to monitor what is blowing into it from our streets. 
Although there are many contributing factors to the rubbish that ends up in the 
water, we know that single-use plastic bags are within our control to change. 

We are encouraging current and future businesses owners in  
Whaingaroa-Raglan to consider their environmental impact and the example 
they are setting for local and visiting shoppers alike. What might be convenient 
isn’t necessarily sustainable. 

We are proud to support the Plastic Bag Free Raglan team and the work they 
are doing to strengthen Raglan as an environmentally conscious town to live in 
and visit. 

If you have further questions about the Raglan Chamber, visit us online:  
http://raglanchamber.co.nz or email info@raglanchamber.co.nz. 

To a greener future, 
The Raglan Chamber of Commerce

Thank You



http://plasticbagfreeraglan.nz
info@plasticbagfreeraglan.nz
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